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_ Increasing rates of cut-marriages among the aAsian

- compunities indicate the asian-American's acceptance Ly the dcminant
. American culture whije pOsing a potential sccial problem for their
children. Given two diveCgent cultures the cbildren face ccnflicts
over cultural values agc@pted and cultural ccamunities emtraced. Some
‘of these possible confljicCts are examine¢d. Iwenty-nine ccllegé age

. males and females of Burasian extraction were interviwwed and given .
Gough's (1952) Adjective Check List. Ttey were fcund to .identify more
often as Caucasians thap asians. This iaentification,'hdu€¥Q;, sas
influenced by the ethnicity of the neightorhcod in which they were
‘raised. A large prokfcrtjiCn ‘of Eurasiars did not see themselves as a

ABSTRACT .

*social Infliuences; Socioculturesl Patterns -

- part. of the neighborhood's majority culture. This teeling.of,iinoriéy.

status may partly exglajn the Rurasian's desc:iptfbn cf themselves as
~being sensitive, cautiouys, dependable, ard hcnest. Also of interest
vere attitudes towaXds interracial marriages. While Asian-Caucasian
- marriages were apprCvéq Of in general, the Asian female-Caucasian
-male pairing was moTe deSirable than wvas the Asian male-Caucasian
female pairing. TheSe findings reflect scme cf the Eurasian's
intefdal conflicts. Are€aS of concern include identity, self concept,

o

. ‘sefise’ of belonging, and Social attitudes. (Auther)
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- Eurasians: A Pilot Study '-':_?
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Examiping the assimilation .and accultuﬂation trends of Japanese

Americans, Kitano (1973) fourd . a tradition of in—marriage for the first .
; 4 } .
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two generations. Howeper,'more recent marriage trends for Japanese Americans
. - show greater percentages of out—marriages. (Tinker, 1973; Kikumura and
Kitano, 1973). By the early 1970"s nearly fifty percent of all Japanese-~
American marriages were to spouses of non—qapadese ancestry. In~a similarn
s vein, the 1970 Census (Urban Assoc1ates, 1974) reported low rates of out-'

14
marriage in most older Asian groups (exclusive of Filipino American males)
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but growing percentages of out-m arriages among “the younger Asian Americans.
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As the social distance between Asian Americans and other cultural
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groups decrease, the rate of intermarriage should increase (Sue; Sue, and Sue,

1975). Gordon (1961) saw intermarriage as an indication of structural assimi-
lation. Groups interacting at both a formal and informal level may solidify

- - . ' ‘ > ’ N ‘ . .
this contact thr0ugh marrjiage. So it .is not surprising that each successive

dFzguy - generation of Asian Americans w0u1d tend to marry mqre into the mainstream ‘
g&§9§w
£ Wegzwe -
juw  “093%2% Caucasian groups. .
[xO 2 e = - .
bew w22xug . ) : .
55, BU3z§:w . : .
JWES uNGads Another social phenomenon contributing to the number of Asian-Caucasian
teik 3m§;§sg . o o '
1280 « -2 . .
222 .>8573- marriages has been the Asian "war bride", where Caucasian service personnel
138" 9582938 N . : o | '
12 420 5 . ’ ot - .
!3§ 3553355 marry Asian nationals and return with their spouses. According to military
' aw=-05% : ' ’ ) '
! waRwrs . . . A
w 2+ . . . .
i§¥:55§ statistics, these "war brides" numbered around 147,000 between 1945 and 1970.
- dunn : N L

- Tinker (1973) believed these "&ar‘brides" may have helped acceptance of
interethnic marriages for Caucasian males to Asian females.
Both the "wat brides" and the social sssimilation phenomena contributed

to the slowly rising numbers of‘Eurasian (or Aspeans) i.e., the children of
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" Asian-Caucasian marriages. These Eurasians are Just nOW'coming of college

-

| age. They are not a, tempdrary group and their numbers'should drop if out-y

marriage rates increase; ° R

Thege interethnic marriages demand two cu1tures;adaptipg to each other.

PN
8

. 'Such marriages presuppose the establishment of personal relationships between

the spouses of two cultures ot subcultures. The offspring of these Asian-
.
~Caucasian marriages are the living results of ‘the strnctural assimilation of
. .

two groups. - ’ ! - .
» , ‘- o
The social contact implicit in interethnic marriages, however, is not
: 3 :
universally accepted. Polls on interracial socializing suggested a majority

of Americans disapproved of "personal intimacy" betWeen whites and non-vwhites

(Erskine, 1973). While these opinions are changing, they are slow. -

2

Given this negative climate the problems of acculturation and assimi-

Vi

lation may be aggravated for the Eurasians. " In the community, the Eurasians

may be‘perceived as alien and threatening by bothlAsian and Caucasian cul-
’ ~—,
tural groups. As a reSult they may grow up without clearly defined support

systems. Sarason (1974) argues that a basic psychological need is a "sense
of community". Without this "mutually Supportlve network of relationships

the individual finds it difficult to achieve feelings of well being. Such

&

networks may not be readily available for the Euras1an given the national

attitude toward interethnic marriages. The d1sapprova1 of sﬁch marrjag
may be transferred to their offspring. The Eurasian'also has a bicultural

heritage on which to draw but has no s1ng1e well defined ethnic group with

o e

gwhich to identify. Mother and father may try to inculcate competing value
\ -

systems from their respective cultures. This struggle between cultures may

ce greater defen51veness and sensititity! %,ﬁgaal expectations.

'ﬂ'w .
The Eu:.sians unique position in the accr“";ration and ass1mi1ation
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toward 1nterracial marriage.
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-conflict at home as well as in the larger soc1ety, and in response to -

v

this must adapt behaviors that will help -them resoIve their personal

confllcts and surv1ve in their community. ~ : R

«

In our study, we 1nterv1ewed seventeen Furasian' females and twelve-

-

'Eurasian ‘males between the ages of seventeen and twenty-one. The subjects

['d

-

were enllsted by phoning persons suggested by Seattle—Tacoma area contacts
", 4

at private and public schools and”an Asian Amer1can social service agency.
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Each subJect was,glven an honorarium for part1cipat1ng in the study.
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- Subjects were first asked to mark those adJectives from Gough s Adjective

Check L1sts that they -felt to be self—descr1pt1ve. Follow1ng thlS, they i

7 ) |

were asked about the ethn1city of their neighborhood, their five best

|
'friends, their dates, their own ethn1c ident1ficat10n and»thelr att1tudes;

3

It'was found that of the 29 subjects, five grew up id Asian American .

B}

communities, 20 in.Caucasian communities. .However, they:did,not necessarily

"~

identify with the ethnicity of their neighborhood. Only one of the~five

from an Asian community identified as Asian, and ten of the‘twenty raised
- : . . ’ . a
in Caucasian neighborhoods saw themselves as Caucasian. This means fourteen

of the twenty—five, or. fifty-six perceﬁt of the Eurasians did not see,themselves .

>

as a part of their ‘neighborhood’s maJority culture. For these pe ple, there

appeared to be a conflict- between the predominant cultural identlfication and
the—indiv1dual s identity. This f1nd1ng lends support to our initial concern.

as to the possibijilities of alienation for the Eurasians. ln'fact,-any decision

- : } : , e
to identify wi ‘parent' group may cause perscgal - ~d familial conflict.

half oflv "th_e

The decisiog be difficult, but _ue %i

Euras..::. would choose to associate with the m.uorit. W% ture for the area.

’ <2

Perhaps by achowledging théiﬁ difference, they acguiess;ﬁto other'é perceptions

ofothem as beirjg a minority,’ F o ‘ \:S
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Six of the s1xteen females and five of twelve males identified as Asians.

One female identified as a Eurasian.
Ten of the twenty-nine Eurasians reported Asianhs among their five
S The

L9
. _4_ ;‘ o 3

. 3 PEES /
wére no significant sex. differences in ethnic. 1dent1f1cat10n.
A}

.
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best friends, while 27 out of the 29 had Caucasian best friends.

ten with Asian friends were not necessarily the Eurasians identifying

as Asian (4 Asian ID, 6 Caucasian ID)

In a similar vein nine of the
It was interesting

Il

'subjkcts had didted Asians and 27 had dated Caucasians.
to note that of the 9 dating Asians, only 2 we;s maie! ard of the 10

reé@rting Asian best friends the number of males was again 2. Given the
c‘ . . ‘
. ."

social geography of the Seattle—Tacoma area, with its pockets of Asian

residents, the sparc1t§ of Asian social contacts cannot be-explained
for

by physical ‘isolation.

They do not appear to make any special effofts
The Eurasian ﬁay ideatify as Asian American

.

to socialize with Asian groups.
in deference to real and/br imagined' peer pressure, but seek Caucasian

companionship as is becoming increasingly the trend among younger Asian

The male's fewer numbers of Asian friends and dates in comparison
Despite reported ethnic identity,

Americans. 's
The male, iT\fact,

to the female's is.puzzling at first.
the males appeared to have a Caucagian social network.

.

-

may be more susceptible to acculturation and assimilation pressSures as the

.

N

Eurasian male may also be seen as a threat and ‘the

increase of'out-marriages amdng male Asian Americans indicates. The
3
gé;ore be‘reJected by

Asian American groups. A third explanation may be that the Eurasian has

adequate opportunities to befrlend Caucas1ans and ‘therefore feels ‘no need

The female on the other hand,'identifying with her Asian
o

*
3

'to seek out Asians.
: .
mother, may search out more Asian contacts.
Given these thoughts, it is interesting to note the Eurasians most
\' ' l\ ‘
zipus (N=25), cautious, .
~ * - l ’ 4 ———

{ .
. often described “themselves as sensitive and cu

: 5
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) ._dependable and honest (N=23)z LI ST ' ’ .
. . Some of the more interesting adjectives checked by:at least 667
foe <

‘ of the subjects included: anxious (21, apprec1at1ve (21), considerate

(zfp friendly "(22) and healthy (22). See- Table 1.

[hd »

/ Z: : While there are. many positive adJectives used we wonder as to thecl ) -
esensrtiv1ty, cautlon and anxiety expressed. by the~Eurasian.‘ This self--_.(/'f

e cevaluation may be a normal reaction to the pressures ‘of the young_adult
. , . v o \

years or .could- be the. resu t of a demandin environment and a sense of
g

| allenation wh1ch d1ctates caution. Such f1nd1ngs hint of the possible

¢

problems and strengtrs w1thin this popu1at2Fn. .The curlos1ty, depend—"

abllity and honesty are certainly very desfirable characteristics in any

j\; ‘ populations.- We ackncwledge this. 0ur admitted concern is for the
: negative aspects which y interfere with these strengths. The'differences'

-~ ~

between.male and female .esponses are negligible. Of the adJectives, active, ,\

//anx1ous, cooperative and (honest, which weré checked most often: by males, only

active does not appear to be popular with the females. . . - -gég
! ;

~

Dien and Vinacke (1964) reported on the discrepancies between real
: and ideal self- desarlptions among Eurasians, Japanese Americans and Caucasians.
They found signlflcantly 1eSs real—ideal differences in compar1son to the

two other groups for Eurasian males.but not for females. Three possible S
. ‘ ' -
“explanations for this finding were presented The Eurasian may have a better"

1 Lt

self—concept, they may have 1ower asp1rations, or they may ‘be especlally

\ ' o o , P
‘ guarded in their self—reporting. o . .

~ . .
- . . . -

g&r finding would support the first or. las;~possibilities. Certainlf
/- - .
more soph1st¥c¢ted psychological assessment seems indicated for this pop~ : s

ulation. While® the reported self-image in our study was very positiye, the
- . LY
caution and anxiety expressed serve as caveats for underlying problems ‘
‘ -
"Going beyond their thoughts of. themselves to their opinions of qocla int-

'y
.

2 -

gration, we asked their opinions on interracial marriages.- V. oftegn e t
. - . ' ) L D . - . N B ~ N

-
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‘these marriages to be desirable; eight-felt them undesirable; and six
.were neutral. See Table 2. If specifying Asian-Caucasian marriages,

thlnumber feeling them to be desirable increased»to,eighteen,-with four
believing them undesira;le ap&lsé;;ﬁ remaining neutral,

;o - Being even Qo£;’;;EZ§E1é; wheh the Asian—€aucasian pair was an
“ﬂr'ﬁsian Americ;n malg and a Caucasian female, fifteen felt it desirable,

v

ten undesirable and four neqtrél. The Asian female-Caucasian male paiiing.

received nineteen desirable, three undesirable and seven neutral ratings.
. Sl [ @
The Eurasians did not hold the strong reservations about interracial

: . - ) .
sScializing, common o the nation as reported by Erskine (1973). Most

.

adcept interxacial marriages and Asian-Caucasian matches in particular.
However, their desirability tended to vary based on the sex of the Afian

American partner. (Xz - 3.63, p .10):4 The stfongest acceptance’for

Aslan American wife, Caucasian husband pairings and weaker acceptance

for Asian husband, Caucasian wife pairings corresponds to the older patterns
- . v

fg; Asian out-marriage, i.e., Asian American females out-married more.

This may resplt from the subjects' observations of their parents marriages.

Only two of the 29 sets of parents had Asian fathers. The Asian mother -

Cauca§ian father configuration is more familiar to the Furasian and thus may

. be mqre.acceptable.

’ N
In.Eudbary, the Eurasian shbjects were liberal in their attitudes to

)
interracialvmarriéges, théy reported a pleasing self-concept with some
S concg%hs over evéluatioﬁ (reservations) and at ieast ﬁalf of them did not
ideﬁtify with their neighborhood culture. These descriptions are of interest /
as they point out areas for further research with the’populatipn directly
\involved in‘fhe acculturatian and-assimilation processes faced Ly alL

minorities. ; . s o
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-Adjectives Checked By Over 66% of the Subjects.

&

Adjectives ) K . Number of Checks

éurious } ) T 25

" Sensitive o ' : _ 28
Cautious ' . -‘ : - : o ‘23
Dependable f J s ' ,. ' | ' | 23

. Honest ~ § ' - : | "‘- { ’ .23
Fairminded . 22
Fri.gndy - B ‘ ' . 22(
Healthy . p | o2

" Sincere | & 22
Anxious T o 21 '
Appreciative - | ' ‘ - . ‘ N ’ 21_
Consid,gl"ate ) -t , . ) 21
Humorous . . - - 21
Interests Wide ‘ ) 21

4
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Ratings of Interraci®l Marriage Desirability

Types of Marriage
Interracial

Asign-Capcasian

N

Asian male-Caucasian female

]

-

[

Asian female-Caucasian. male

o

-

4

15

15~

19

LY

18 .

'
r

Tablé 2

.

Desirable

‘Neutral



